
L O U I S I A N A     S O C C E R    A S S O C I A T I O N 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Saturday, June 13 @ 7:00 pm 

Baton Rouge, LA 
 

Minutes 
 

Attendance 
 Sean Esker, President 
 Jeff Moyle, Treasurer 
 Charlie Freel, Vice President-Youth 
 Chad Vidrane, Vice-President-Adult (by phone) 
 Dee Flint, Youth Competitive Commissioner 
 Jonathan Rednour, Adult Men’s Commissioner (by phone) 
 Elizabeth Marschall, Adult Women’s Commissioner (by phone) 
 Bill Rushing, SRC Chairman (by phone) 
 Mark Godwin, Director of Coaching (Non-Voting) 
 Tucker Reynolds, Executive Director (Non-Voting) 
 

 CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM on Saturday, June 13, 2015 by LSA President, Sean Esker. 
 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 The Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of March 22, 2015 were presented and reviewed. A 
 Motion to Approve the Minutes as presented was made by Dee Flint and seconded by Jeff Moyle. 
 There being no  opposition to the Motion, the Minutes of the March 22, 2015 Executive Committee 
 Meeting were approved as presented. 
 

 MOTION  
A Motion was made by Jonathan Rednour and seconded by Dee Flint to begin the Meeting with 
consideration of Old Business. There being no opposition to the Motion, the Meeting will begin with 
consideration of Old Business. 
 

 OLD BUSINESS 
The State Tournament Report and Analysis had been provided previously and the Summary of the Soccer 
Culture Advisory Council Meeting of March 2, 2015.  

o Per Team Fee to participate in the LCSL. The fee is currently $80.00. Based on costs in the 2013-14 
seasonal year, this fee is immediately reduced to $67.00 which includes no costs attributable to 
the LSA Office. In the State Tournament Report and Analysis the number used for the LCSL was 
$150.00. In discussion with Jeff Moyle, he believed the LCSL could comfortably be in the $180-
200.00 range. The number discussed at past Executive Committee meetings has been $200.00. 
Charlie Freel shared that this amount is reasonable compared to other league fees in Region III. 
Mark Godwin disclosed that the Gulf States Premier League fee is $500.00 and Sean Esker shared 
that the RPL fee has been increased to $800.00. Past discussion also included a simple exchange 
of the State Tournament fee and the LCSL fees. Part of the LCSL is the entry fee into Southern 
Regionals. GSPL fees do not include referee fees. Recommendation of $200.00. 

o State Tournament Restructuring. The foundation of the restructuring recommendations came 
from discussions at the November Executive Committee Meeting as well as the discussions and 
recommendations of the SCAC. Four (4) weekend format. 

 
 



 
 

 Weekend No. 1 Open Cup. Would include the Recreational State Cup and C2 and C3 all 
being bracketed as in the past. The U11 tournament would be the same weekend. The 
Executive Committee and the SCAC both agreed that the U11 teams want to have a 
season-ending tournament.  

 Weekend No. 2 President’s Cup Preliminary Weekend.  
 Weekend No. 3 President’s Cup Semis and Finals as well as Preliminaries for State Cup 
 Weekend No. 4 State Cup Semis and Finals 

Bill Rushing raised issue of Referee staffing especially in the first two weekends. Drop off expected 
at the Open Cup level especially with the C3 and C4 teams and Recreational. Discussions about 
the level of expectation of refereeing will not be met. The older age groups will have a diminished 
number of teams in State Cup.  

 U11 Tournament Discussion. The biggest difference is that it will not be a state 
championship. It will be similar to any other invitational. The purpose of naming the U11 
tournament the Bob Abbott Cup was to give it its own identity and to de-emphasize the 
state championship. Charlie Freel questioned naming the U11 tournament the “Bob 
Abbott Cup” as the U11 tournament there is a chance that the U11 tournament may 
disappear in a few years.  

 Discussion about how having more than one (1) state champion cheapens the 
achievement of the Competitive 1 Championship. 

 Open Cup will be delineated by colors (e.g. Gold, Silver, Bronze). Motivation is solely to 
provide ALL the kids in the Open Cup the most positive soccer environment possible. 
Recreational teams will have the opportunity to play at a higher (C3 or C4) level if they 
want. 

 Return to the Referee staffing issue. Bill Rushing questions the conflicts that will arise in 
assignors. Discussion of approaches of designing state tournaments around referee 
resources vs. designing state tournaments for our players and building referee resources. 

 U12 represents the largest age groups in C3 and C4 that would shift to Open Cup 
weekend.  

 Discussion about requiring teams that enter the President’s Cup are required to go on to 
the Regional event if the win.  

o Fees for Tournaments Presently charge $600.00 for Competitive State Tournament and $325.00 
for Recreational State Cup. LSA State Tournaments are only $25 higher than the most costly 
invitational tournament. Dee Flint concurs with Jeff Moyle in keeping the state tournament fee at 
$600.00 at least for the first year. Discussion about the Open Cup fee being raised to $400.00. This 
reduced fee would undercut other out-of-state invitational tournaments. Charlie Freel and Dee 
Flint endorse increase to $400.00. Consensus was $600 / $400 tournament fees. U11 teams will 
save $200.00 by playing in Open Cup since it will not be a state championship. 

o Charlie Freel questioned how the determination will be made whether a team will play in State 
Cup or Presidents Cup. Participation in state tournaments will be determined by league 
placement in August. C1 teams play in State Cup and C2 teams play in Presidents Cup. No C1 team 
will drop to play in the Presidents Cup.  

o Discussion about formation of LCSL C1 being a 6-team division. Split at U14/U15 is appropriate. C1 
at U15 and up will be 6 teams and U14 and below will be 8 teams. All C2s to be 8 teams. 
Discussion about bringing consistency to the structure of the LCSL. Chad Vidrine raised issue of 
making C1 truly exclusive. How to deal with issue of having a C1 division when there are only 4 
top teams. Consistency brings objectivity to the process of league structure.  

o Dee Flint raised issue of RPL teams having a packed schedule when there are 8 teams in C1. Issue 
should be solved at the older age groups with 6 team C1 divisions. Fewer more quality games. 

o Charlie Freel raised the issue of treating genders the same in terms of structuring the LCSL 
divisions.  



o League results in 2014-15 will define how teams are seeded in the LCSL. State tournament results 
will not be determinant at all in league seeding. Teams are ranked according to league standings 
and adjustments will be made for teams leaving, combining or forming as a new team. Alliance 
teams can maintain league standing as long as they maintain the 50% plus one. Petitioning was 
for the exceptional circumstance. Petitioning will be diminished due to objectivity in determining 
league seeding by league results. 

o Discussion of accelerating the LCSL formation procedure starting with obtaining Letters of Intent 
earlier. 

o Discussion of Policy re: U10 teams playing up in the LCSL. LSA can restrict teams from playing in 
league play but would not limit teams from playing up in tournament environment.  

o State tournament restructuring needs to be sensitive to high school graduations and could be 
solved with self-scheduled preliminary. This will be solved with the new state tournament 
structure in that teams will know far earlier when they will be playing and can schedule games 
accordingly. Gender equality issue needs to be resolved in our state tournament restructuring. 
Mother’s Day appears to be a non-issue and that there does not seem to be a problem with 
scheduling state tournament during Mother’s Day. 

o Consensus has been reached. Policy Amendments will be sent to Executive Committee members 
and then to Rules Committee. 

o Discussion about bringing the state tournament restructure to the SCAC and the Competitive 
Committee. Dee Flint suggested the Executive Director make the presentation for both a review 
of the league restructure and the state tournament restructure to the Competitive Committee to 
make certain the changes and the philosophy behind them are enumerated clearly so teams will 
be able to see how they will each be affected. Point should also be made that the LCSL changes 
and the state tournament restructure has been a response to complaints from teams as well as a 
return to the philosophies of fairness in structuring leagues and tournaments. 

 

 REPORTS 
o Reports were presented as submitted.  
o Treasurer – Jeff Moyle shared that LSA expenses have been cut by $70,000 from the prior fiscal 

year. 
 

 NEW BUSINESS 
o Sean Esker raised the issue of displays of extreme poor sportsmanship state-wide. This problem is 

not isolated to players, but includes coaches and spectators as well. Numerous recent episodes 
and examples were shared. What is in place from the standpoint of a state association is not 
enough. LSA Policy is not enough and we must look to improve punishment of poor behavior. LSA 
must also look to model good behavior as well. Clubs and coaches are unwilling to address poor 
sportsmanship and make excuses for their coaches and parents.  

o Specific example of a coach who exploded with swears directed at a referee at the conclusion of a 
game. The episode was addressed with the club president, DOC and coach all of whom refused to 
do anything to remedy the coach’s behavior with the players. 

o Multiple clubs advertised for tryouts for U9 and U10 competitive teams. Tryouts were also 
conducted on unsanctioned fields. Discussion about how such tryouts are not covered by 
insurance. Most clubs comply by advertising player evaluations for placement in academies, etc… 

o Poor sportsmanship is epidemic in Louisiana. It is not isolated to certain clubs, levels of 
competition or even to youth soccer. Evident in high school soccer as well. Chad Vidrane 
suggested the source is the fact that we are getting too competitive at too early an age. Sean 
Esker shared that after an analysis of the number indicates our peak registration year is U8 and 
that registrations drop thereafter. Dee Flint suggested a blue ribbon panel from clubs including 
parents to study this problem and suggest solutions. 

o Fair Play Award. Sean Esker suggested a return to a Fair Play Award to help model good behavior 
not just penalize poor behavior. Various criteria for the award was discussed. This would be 



presented in LSA State Tournaments. 
o Changes in RPL discussed. 
o Southern Regionals coming up. President’s Cup Nationals in Overland Park, KS.  
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn at 9:04 PM 


